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Fort Calgary  

Address: 750 9 Avenue SE 

Telephone:  403-290-1875 

Website: http://www.fortcalgary.com 

Hours: Daily  

Gardens nearby: Deane House, Pathway between the Peace Bridge and east to St. Patrick's Island., Dorothy 

Harvie Gardens, Olympic Plaza 

 

The gardens at Fort Calgary tell the early story of the North West Mounted Police (NWMP) 

troop garden and early market gardens. While not a replica garden, plants, tools, and gardening 

practices are modeled as closely as possible to the original garden planted during the period 

1875 - 1914.  

The straight row, community garden planted 15 years ago is on the site of the original NWMP 

troop garden and has a post and rail fence design. Maintenance and growing practices include 

crop rotation, composting, seed collection, and amending the soil with alfalfa meal.  

Plant varieties include Canadian Wonder bush beans, Hollow Crown parsnips, Early Scarlet 

Horn and Oxheart carrots, Crosby Egyptian beets, Paris Golden celery, Tom Thumb lettuce, 

Ailsa Craig onions, and Early Jersey Wakefield cabbages. False sunflowers in the garden were 

donated by Clancy Patton. 

A huge tobacco plant is being donated for Aboriginal ceremonies. All produce is donated to 

charity.  

There is also a functioning 1910 windmill on-site donated by the Patton family which was 

moved to Fort Calgary in 2002. The 40-foot tall windmill originally located near the Glenmore 

Reservoir in Belvedere (now known as Pump Hill), had been used to pump water from a 100-

foot deep well for 78 years at the Fairview market garden named as such by the Pattons for its 

view. The tower had also been used as a beacon for World War II pilots. 

http://www.fortcalgary.com/


You can find more interesting historical facts and photos on the plaques within the garden. 

Pay particular attention to a photo of a market garden wagon hauling the biggest cabbages I've 

ever seen. And don't forget to give the NWMP scarecrow a nod as well. 1 

  

                                                           
1 Photos and references Fort Calgary (http://www.fortcalgary.com/visiting/community/, n.d.) 



Dr. John H. Garden Memorial Park (Mt. Royal College) 

Address:  4825 Mount Royal Gate SW 

Telephone:  403-440-6423 

Website:  http://www.mtroyal.ca/AboutMountRoyal/GivingMountRoyal/InMemoriam/index.htm 

Hours:  Open daily 

Cafés Nearby:  Dove's Nest, Ladybug and Café, Selkirk Grille 

 

 

 

Set in a courtyard off the east entrance, the Dr. John H. Garden Memorial park sits quietly 

amongst the gentle water trickling from the waterfall and pond. This relatively unknown 

memorial garden honors Dr. John H. Garden, Mount Royal's first student, and donors who have 

established scholarships in memory of loved ones. 

How ironic, that with the last name 'Garden', Dr. John H. received a degree in botany. While 

quiet, the meditative garden is alive with vibrant color. Roses, rudbeckia, lilies, and hanging 

baskets hug arbors, and trellises, or add a splash of contrast to evergreens. They take particular 

pride in the beautiful lilies on the grounds and particularly the peace lilies.   

  

http://www.mtroyal.ca/AboutMountRoyal/GivingMountRoyal/InMemoriam/index.htm


Stone Creek Gardens 

Address:  RR 758 north of Hwy. 66 

Telephone: 403-949-2860 

Website:   www.stonecreekgardens.ca 

Hours:  May long weekend - July 3 Mon - Sun 10am - 5pm 

Cafés nearby:  Bavarian Inn, Italian Farmhouse, Lucid Koffee 

 

Hidden amongst Bragg Creek's forest, Stone Creek is a 22,000 square foot. chemical free, 

garden center. Healthy, abundant Proven Winner annuals gush out of containers. Stone Creek 

specializes in large and oversized planters. Bring in your pots, and they will transform them into 

floral masterpieces. You can view samples of their work in the on-site prep area, at Calaway 

Park, and the Bragg Creek town site. 

Petunias with a short flower to stem ratio appear far more brilliant and full. The begonias I've 

bought here seem to be more prolific bloomers with less leaves. Pinching back the single, male 

blooms also results in larger double female blooms. You can also find a good selection of lilies 

and less available pot stuffers like the self-cleaning Blue Pimpernel (Anagallis monellii) along 

with a small selection of perennials, shrubs and trees.    

  

http://www.stonecreekgardens.ca/


My Bakery Shop 

Address: 111 355 Centre St. N., Langdon 

Telephone:  403-880-9875 

Website:  www.mybakeryshop.com 

Hours:  Mon - Fri 11am - 7pm, Sat 10am - 4pm,  

Family Friendly:  Kid size cupcakes and make your own yogurt sundae bar 

Garden centers nearby:  Garden Scents, Cobblestone 

Gardens nearby:  Elliston Park and Rose Garden 

 

Rustic, clean, and open atmosphere with something special offered in each corner and a 

small seating area. Within feet of entering, cupcakes, cookies, and squares in the showcase 

dare you to walk by. Victoria always has at least one gluten free option available in the 

showcase. Even if you do walk by, there is no escaping the frozen yogurt bar where you and the 

kids can build your own sundae.  

Victoria's cake and cupcake creations are absolutely spectacular. This is where you want to 

go for that special cake or cupcake order. She is a true artist and the cupcakes I sampled were 

light, fluffy and perfectly sweet for my taste. The Carmel and Oreo cupcakes are top sellers. 

Gluten free cupcakes and cakes can also be ordered.  

And just when you think you're done, there's the bread made from local grown and house-

milled flour which you must try. Bags of the house-milled flour can be ordered and you can even 

specify the amount of bran! 

  

http://www.mybakeryshop.com/


Lady Bug Studio 

Address:  4601 49 St, Olds 

Telephone:  403-556-7266 

Website: www.theladybugstudio.com 

Garden Center Hours:  May long weekend - end of Sept  Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm 

Gift Shop/Florist Hours:  Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm 

Gardens nearby:  Olds Botanic Gardens and Wetlands 

Café nearby:  Bean Broker 

 

This 1920's heritage home is one sweet place. Creative, contemporary touches are 

everywhere inside and out. Fresh flowers, also sold at the studio infuse the air as you step off 

the porch and into the gift shop. Margaurita, an accredited floral designer is considered the 

town's most innovative floral expert. She extends this flare to the garden center as well. 

The garden center offers a selection of bedding plants, perennials, trees, shrubs and water 

plants along with decorative plants and pots. Every inch of the garden center is a delight to 

explore. Greenhouses, decks, pergolas, and flower beds let you imagine what could be in your 

own yard. And, it is steps from the Olds botanic garden.   

  

http://www.theladybugstudio.com/


St. Albert Botanic Park 

Address:  265 Sturgeon Rd., St. Albert 

Telephone:  780-458-7163 

Website:  http://www.stalbertbotanicpark.com/ 

Seasonal garden hours:  Daily sunrise to sunset 

Gift Shop hours:  Sun - Fri 10am - 7pm, Sat 10am - 5pm 

**Check the web site for the Christmas in October event 

Garden Centers nearby: Kuhlman's 

  

This park is really something to see and enjoy. The vision for the park started with former 

mayor Richard Plain and city landscaper John Beedle in 1990. They broke ground in 1992, with 

the help of volunteers who planted the first perennial bed and named it Cottage Garden. Lois 

Hole dug out the first spade of dirt which gives it even more significant meaning. The web site 

provides more details on the tremendous volunteer efforts and early beginnings of the park. 

The flowering tree garden is aptly named Crabapple Lane. While the garden has many 

crabapple trees, there are also butternut, horse chestnut, and black walnut trees in the garden.  

The spectacular display of dahlias began with plants from the founding members. Today, it 

boasts 200 plants with over 46 different cultivars. Day lily and Asiatic lily beds also help bring 

continuous interest throughout the season.  

Beyond providing a beautiful, fragrant rose garden, the volunteers spent hours researching 

ways to look outside the box when it comes to planting and tending rose gardens. This included 

techniques for over-wintering tender roses. The 16 rose garden beds host 365 different roses. 

They looked beyond our borders to find 169 different varieties.  

The park has also become a popular spot for wedding photos. Check the website for classes 

and special events such as the Mother's Day rose sale, Canada Day Strawberry Tea, and 

Christmas in October.   

http://www.stalbertbotanicpark.com/


Branches 

Address:  23108 16 Avenue, Sherwood Park 

Telephone:  780-467-3443 

Website:  http://branchesdining.com 

April - Jun Hours:  Mon - Fri 10am - 9pm, Sat/Sun 10am - 6pm 

Jul - Sept Hours:  Mon - Wed 10am - 7pm, Thurs/Fri 10am - 9pm;  

Sat/Sun 10am - 5pm 

***Open year-round. Check web site for off season hours 

Garden Center/Botanic Garden onsite   

 

The serene atmosphere of Greenland continues right into Branches. It is quickly gaining a 

reputation as Sherwood Park's favorite outdoor patio.  

Whether seated comfortably inside, or out on the patio, you are surrounded by an oasis of 

lush greenery and flowers. This restaurant is a full-bodied experience with local on tap beer, 

exclusive wines, and elegantly plated and flavour filled dishes and desserts. 

On your way to being seated, you are snagged by the bakery case display of in-house baked 

pastries, cakes, bars, and cookies. Bread and pizza dough are also made in-house. Gluten 

friendly options are available. At this restaurant, there is no such thing as same old, same old. 

Bakery and menu selections change seasonally. There is no lack of ambience even in winter, 

where you can enjoy sparkling lights and decorated trees amongst the tables. 

Check out the website and Facebook page for the happy hour and pizza specials as well as 

events such as Why Not Wine and Date Night. This is a busy place and reservations are only 

accepted for groups of eight or more.  
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